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HISTORICAL ARGUMENT ON THE ORIGIN OF THE 
IRISH GOLD ANTIQUITIES. 



To the Editob of the Ulster Journal of Archeeology. 

Sib, — As I have been asked many questions by persons who have read my communication, in 
the last number of your Journal, on the Gold Antiquities found in Ireland, I find it will save 
much time and explanation if you will permit me to make some additional remarks on the same 
subject. 

In the article alluded to, I have not only given all the different statements made by certain 
visitors to the Museum, but have indicated such circumstances as will enable each individual to 
recognise my report of his or her remarks, and so estimate its correctness. I had no desire to 
withhold the names of the parties who mentioned to me the various facts embodied in that paper; 
on the contrary, I would gladly have recorded them distinctly along with their several statements, 
if I had had authority to do so, or if it had been understood that observations, made in the course 
of conversation, might be published in connection with the names of private individuals. 

I must also add, in justice to myself, that I have held back no remarks of visitors on this 
subject which would have had an opposite tendency; so that, even if the statements I have published 
be estimated as of little importance separately, it must be admitted that, taken as a whole, 
they indicate a tendency in the current of evidence, derived from the most varied sources, which 
must produce on the mind an effect nearly approaching to that of direct proof. In the ordinary 
affairs of life, we are often led, by a similar accumulation of circumstantial evidence, to adopt decided 
opinions for which, if interrogated, we are unable to assign any reasons of a more positive kind. 

At the same time, in the case now before us, I altogether abstain from adopting an opinion 
on either side of the question, Whether the gold antiquities found in Ireland are or are not Jewish? 
on the kind of evidence brought together in my former paper ; but I consider myself bound to 
investigate the truth of the theory which seems to arise from that evidence. I think it desirable 
to search for facts which may confirm, amend, or disprove it ; and thus assist in ascertaining the 
true cause of the existence of such enormous quantities of ancient manufactured gold as are found 
in this country. 

As I have not been able, after some research, to meet with any one fact which rebuts 
the hypothesis of a Jewish origin for these antiquities, my object now shall be to show its reason- 
ableness ; although for so far founded on evidence of rather a slender kind, to which indeed the 
term " gossip" has been rather appropriately applied by a friend of mine, whose amor patrits, I am 
grieved to say, has been much mortified by the theory in question. 
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The first great fact relating to our argument which must always be kept in view is, that 
Ireland, considered as a mining region, offers no evidence of its ever having supplied native gold 
in any large quantity. "We are aware, of course, that the mountainous district of "Wicklow has, 
from time to time, produced small quantities of that metal, but never sufficient to repay the labour 
of looking for it, although labour has always been notoriously cheap in Ireland. Other parts of 
Ireland have produced very little; and none in modern times. It is, therefore, impossible for even 
the most exaggerated amor patriae to believe that this country itself supplied the material for 
manufacturing the very large amount of gold articles which are known to have been found in her 
soil." "We are consequently forced to infer, whether we like it or not, that this gold, or a vast portion 
of it, must have been brought to Ireland from some other country. 

Irish legendary history would, to some extent, warrant the inference that the Tuatha de 
Danaan (whoever they were) had the art of discovering gold by some method of their own ; tradition 
says, by the taste of river- water. Now, assuming that this story had some foundation in fact, we 
can hardly extract more from it than this — that, according to old tradition, these people, on their 
coming to Ireland, brought with them a knowledge of mining which was not possessed by the 
native inhabitants. 11 They may have been the first to discover the gold produced among the 
"Wicklow mountains, &c, but this must havo -formed a very small part indeed of the ancient supply. 

The great question, therefore, presents itself, where did the chief part of the gold come from, 
whether in a raw or manufactured state, which is found in Ireland? ■ I have never heard of any 
specimen of native gold having been discovered beyond the limits of the district already mentioned ; 
and, although I have seen sixteen ingots of gold, varying in value from £1 sterling up to 
£300 each, it was the opinion of the gold-dealers, when buying them from the finders, that these 
were the produce of manufactured articles melted down for portability, or to prevent the risk of their 
being claimed by land-owners as " treasure trove." One lot of these great ingots, consisting of 

a I have reason to believe that the estimate recently made the spot has been indicated by a heap of stones, a cromlech, 

of the actual amount of " treasure trove" discovered in Ire- a rock, or some other prominent object which may have 

land, in the shape of gold, is very much below the truth, if served to mark the hiding-place. I would assume, in such 

we commence with the introduction of potato-culture in cases, that the gold articles there found are later in point 

this country. This crop has been the precursor of all others of time than the monuments near them; at all events, it 

in ground previouslyuntilled : there chiefly the gold antiqui- by no means follows that because they are found near them 

ties are found ; and it is certain that continual discoveries they must belong to the same people who erected those 

of them have been made in breaking np the virgin soil for monuments. 

potato-cultivation ever since the first introduction of tho b It must not he inferred that I recognise the legend of 

plant, but of which no record has been kept. This has been the Tuatha de Danaan as an historical fact, although there 

going on, therefore, for 200 years, and it would be hard maybe some truth in it. Like several other traditional tales 

to estimate the quantity of gold which has been discovered which occur in our Irish legendary histories, it seems to me 

and melted down during that period. to be a remnant of biblical or Jewish tradition ; and may 

I have said that gold articles are found chiefly in virgin refer to the wandering companies of the Dodanim, who were 

or unbroken soil ; but there are exceptional cases where perhaps the gold-seekers in different countries. 
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seven, was sold in Dublin a few years ago, and had quite the appearance of being manufactured 
gold, hastily melted down ; and, among the large quantity of gold articles found together in the 
County Clare, there were several ingots, one of them retaining distinct traces of the form of the 
object melted, proving that the fusion had been effected in an open fire, in the way adopted by 
Benvenuto Cellini when he melted down the old church-plate in Borne. These ingots, therefore, 
afford no evidence of the gold being native, but rather the contrary. 

If we next inquire from what quarter the metal was most likely to have been introduced 
into Ireland, the most probable answer which presents itself is Spain ; not only as being the nearest 
country where gold existed in abundance, but because Spain, according to both tradition and 
historic evidence, had formerly intercourse with Ireland. Now it is worthy of note, as bearing 
on our argument, that Josephus, in his famous speech to the Jews on the walls of Jerusalem, during 
the siege, reminded them that gold formerly "grew in Spain ;" meaning thereby that it was from 
that, place their traders in his time procured their supplies of the metal, though a part of it may 
have found its way through Spain from Africa. Our argument rests in some measure on the 
inference that the traders in gold, at a certain period, were of Jewish race, and that by them it was 
converted into the forms in which we discover it in Ireland. 1 * It is highly probable that Spain 
was the head-quarters of this trade; but that, from ^various causes, large quantities of the metal 
were accumulated in Jerusalem, from whence it was finally scattered and diffused by the events of 
the siege ; a quantity of it, in Jewish forms, finding its way along with refugees even to distant 
Ireland. 

It may be mentioned, in passing, that it is by no means unlikely that when the Jews in 
Britain, Gaul, Spain, and other .Roman provinces, subsequently obtained the rights of citizenship, 
most of the exiles in Ireland left this country in order to join their brethren elsewhere. But in 
the interval a number of them may have died here; and their graves would probably have the 
same characteristic emblems as have been employed for them in several Jewish communities, 
in Barbary — namely, a stone trough and rubbing-stone ; e the signification of which is not very 

"ThefMtthattheseingotswereofgoldcontainingaslight land that I know of ; but it does not appear that any dis- 

alloy of silver, is against the probability of their having tinction was anciently made in the interment of foreigners 

been church-plate ; but in favour of their being objects of and natives. I am led to believe, by reasons into which I 

the pre-Christian period which had been melted down. do not propose to enter here, that the artificers in gold in 

d If we may consider the antiquities lately discovered in this country were all Jewish or of Jewish extraction. The 

Switzerland (described in the last number of this Journal) Irish Milesians were hereditary soldiers, not craftsmen, 

as true Celtic remains, because found near a locality stated Yet it is quite clear that the smiths or artificers in gold, 

to be Celtic by Herodotus, we are in a measure forced to iron, and horn, who had their workshops in the crannogs 

reject any claim of the Celts to the gold antiquities found at Strokestown, Ballinderry, and Dunshaughlin, must have 

in Ireland, or at least suspend our opinion till gold things been considered by the people of the mainland in the same 

like ours are found in Switzerland. light with the carpenters, &c, called Agots in France and 

e There is indeedno ancient Jewish burial-ground in Ire- Spain. The enormous number of cows' heads found in 
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apparent, but which may have been intended to typify the fallen state and consequent poverty 
of their nation/ 

In Murray's Sand-book of Spain (p. 415), we find some curious information concerning the 
ancient productiveness of Spain in the precious metals ; but this testimony proves too much for 
our special case, as it rather shows the gold production to have been only an adjunct to that of silver, 
by proving that the quantity of the latter metal drawn from the Spanish mines was enormously 
greater than that of the former : a proportion agreeing with what ia recorded of the relative abundance 
of the two metals in Jerusalem in the time of David and Solomon, 8 but which was not the case in 
the time of the Roman general, Titus. During his siege, gold alone, and apparently manufactured 
gold, is mentioned as the article of value in Jerusalem, as appears from at least twenty different 
passages in Josephus, alluding to treasure accumulated in that city. The Jews previously seem to 
have made a regular practice of transmitting this metal from all quarters to their own metropolis. 11 
"We read in Cicero \_Pro Flacco, c. 28]: — "Next comes that odium concerning the Jewish gold 

[not silver and gold] You know, Laelius, what a company of them [the Jews] there is 

[in Rome], how they pull together, and how powerful [by their votes and influence] they are at 
public meetings. And whereas it was customary for gold to be exported [by them] yearly, in the 
name of Jews, out of Italy and all the provinces [of the Roman Empire J to Jerusalem, Elaccus by 
edict prohibited it from being carried out of [the Roman provinces in] Asia [to that city]." 1 



these places, points to the old usage of the Jews cursing 
or concentrating the ill luck on the head killed, and pro- 
bably, as believed by the Egyptians, transferring that ill lack 
to the Greek, or alien, who would accept the head and take it 
away with him. For several reasons, so far as Ireland is 
considered,the discoveries of these remains point to Africans, 
or Gypsies perhaps,as the late iron and goldsmiths in Ireland. 

The existence of African ironsmithB in Ireland is made 
probable, by the identity of the typical forms and the old 
material of iron aiticles found here. The Irish tradition of 
the conquests of Ireland by Africans, may have grown out 
of some movement of the African artificers. We want a 
good paper on the O'G-owan or Smith, and the superstitions 
connected with the crafts known as Smiths. 

t There are several of these in the Academy's Museum, 
and it is to be hoped that it may soon contain a specimen 
of the same kind from Algiers, where they are common and 
are always used to indicate Jewish graves. For this pur- 
pose, and this only, are they manufactured. I am in- 
debted, for this curious information, to a French gentle- 
man who visited the Museum, and who is thoroughly con- 
versant with the usages of Barbary and Spain. 



g Modern authors generally have attributed to the Cartha- 
ginians the whole of the trade in metals carried on in 
Spain, Britain, <fcc. ; nevertheless, following the traditions 
of Cornwall that the ancient mines there are Jewish, as ex- 
plained to me by all our Cornish visitors, I am disposed to 
consider the Carthaginians as having only continued a trade 
originally established by Jews, and that Jews, as Roman 
citizens, &c, retained it : and that, although Carthage did 
actually become a great centre of the trade in metals, this 
commerce remained in the hands of Jewish capitalists ; in 
fact that Carthago may be considered as having been more 
a Jewish than a Phoenician city. 

h If we reflect on the most likely cause of the fall and 
destruction of this city, we cannot but believe that it was 
its enormous wealth which influenced the minds of the 
rapacious Romans. It was like the robber plundering the 
thief—'* the bull-dog taking the bone out of the fox's den." 
[Matthew xxi. 13, &c] 

1 The words in brackets are introduced to complete the 
sense. 
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The practice here mentioned by Cicero (judging by the facts recorded by Josephus) continued 
to exist till the time of Titus; and both Cicero and Josephus oonsider it most meritorious in 
Pompey, that, when he took Jerusalem, he would permit no pillage, though it was teeming with gold. 
"When the evil day came, the plunderers thirsted for nothing but gold. Silver was not valued ; 
and there is hardly a notice in Josephus of silver as an object of importance either to victors or 
vanquished. The refugees from the fated city, therefore, carried away gold, not silver. Some of 
them are even described as swallowing it ; and it is stated that thousands of them were actually 
ripped up by the conquerors, that they might extract it from their entrails ! 

Although the number of persons who lost their lives in this cruel manner must have been 
considerable, it was small in comparison with that of the fugitives who escaped from the city with 
treasure. According to Josephus, the Israelites who were assembled in Jerusalem for the approaching 
Passover, from various parts of the world, amounted to about 2,500,000. His statemeuts would 
lead us to conclude that a largo proportion of these were killed or sold into captivity ; but other 
evidence, apparently more trustworthy, limits the number of the slain, &c, to 700,000. Or, if we 
assume the actual number destroyed to bo a million, and deduct for exaggeration another million 
from Josephus's estimate of the assembled population, we shall still have remaining 500,000, or 
thereabouts, as the number who may have escaped. 11 Of these, the only portion that concern our 
argument were those who effected their escape by sea. The vessels employed, besides Jewish, may 
have belonged to Spain or Tarshish; and many of them, no doubt, were those of Mediterranean and 
other pirates and slave-dealers, whose head-quarters, beyond the Pillars of Hercules, may very possibly 
have been Ireland, owing to its convenient geographical position. 1 A considerable proportion of 
these free-booters may have been Carians and Cretans, who, we know, had been expelled a few 
years before from Crete by the Romans, under Metellus, on account of their piratical practices. 
Their expeditions were very probably in reality Jewish, at least so far as the capital employed in 
them was concerned;" for, in the time of the Apostles, the Cretans and the people of Jerusalem were 
in close connexion with each other." There is reason to believe, that the amount of shipping on the 

k I venture to form no estimate of the actual number of many of the refugee Jews, and so helped to increase the 

the refugees who may have found their way, for a season, heaps of Jewish gold carried to Ireland, 

to Ireland, or of the quantity of gold they may have brought m In the same way, the Jewish capitalists, in our own time, 

with them. Many must have fled before the city was in- supplied much of the money employed in fitting out the 

vested ; and many toot advantage of the repulses of the Barbary corsairs, and in carrying on the trade in Christian 

Romans, and of other chances which offered themselves, to slaves which grew out of their expeditions. The corsairs, 

make their escape to the coast with such portable property Hke other professional robbers, were merely the tools of 

as they could carry off" with them. those who received the stolen goods. 

1 The Greek navigators were certainly acquainted with n This is evident from notices of the Cretans in both the 
Irish ships, or ships frequenting Irish ports. From the New and Old Testament. If they were Cherithetes, and 
circumstances of the times, these must have been pirates the body-guard of King David and the nominee of Solo- 
as well as merchant-ships ; and they may have plundered mon, it is no wonder that they should have been great 
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coast of Syria at this period must have been very considerable, as it has been indeed ever since the 
time of the Phoenicians, whose successors in the trade with Spain and Africa the Jews became. 

The great wealth and extensive commerce of the Jews must have commanded the services of 
large numbers of such vessels, and facilitated the escape of the exiles in the time of their need. 
The account given by Josephus '[Wars, ii. 15] of the rebuilding of Joppa, after being destroyed 
by Cestius, proves how strong the nautical spirit was along the coast of Syria," and how totally it 
was overlooked by the Roman authorities, who appear to have had no shipping at their disposal 
to counteract it ; thus leaving quite open a means of escape beyond the limits of the empire, 
throughout which, at this time, Josephus says the Jews " were hated everywhere." This author 
notices the destruction of the shipping at Joppa by a storm, and the washing ashore of 4,200 bodies, 
because these circumstances fell in with the scope of his narrative ; but if no storm had taken place, 
and the ships had got safely off with their cargoes, he would have said nothing about them ; and 
although he tells us nothing about other shipping, it is abundantly probable that the people of 
Joppa had only been attempting what had been accomplished elsewhere successfully. In other words, 
his account of the catastrophe there suggests a strong probability that fugitives at this time were 
crowding to the coast of Palestine and escaping by sea, passing, no doubt, down the Mediterranean, 
and beyond the limits of Roman power, and finding a refuge in such countries as Western Africa 
and Ireland. It is to be presumed that all of these exiles carried off whatever portable treasure 
they could secure. 

After the fall of Jerusalem, Josephus states that the value of gold in exchange fell " one half ;" f 
and this is quite intelligible, if we read his accounts of the vast quantities of it taken from the 
Jews by the Roman general Florus ; who, besides other robberies, on two occasions carried off 
fifty-seven talents of gold ; yet he was only one of a legion of plunderers. After the war was over, 
we are told by the same Jewish historian that the Emperor, having personally thanked his 
soldiers for their services, "crowned them with crowns of gold' and put chains [torques?] of gold 

braggarts, as they are described to have been. If we could P The remark in his text appears to apply to Syria 

place any dependence on the Irish accounts of the Mi- only; bat this is evidently a mistake, if he limits its 

lesian migrations, their alleged visit to Crete might be taken application to that country, for if gold became cheap in 

incoimectionwiththeexpulsionofthepiratesbytheBomans Syria) it a00n beeame very eJ , eap mdeed ^ Eome> where 

from that island, and with the events we have under con- (fls mentioned by cicero)i ^ of y had beea left by ^ 

sideration; and the whole would furnish an argument that the T 

maritime element of the ancient Irish population was partly ° , ,. „„,..,,.. 

Greek and not Celtic were P ortlons of ™ e P™ 11 ! 6 ' «' the city, and 

. K _,_ „.»,.•„„ „* „ _i«. t> vi. ii j objects typical of Jewish defeat. The crowns of Jewish 

° Pirates, or ships at war wxth Borne which were so called, J " 

seem to have abounded in the Mediterranean; yet the bridegrooms worn by Boman soldiers! No wonder that 

Jews were able to send their gold to Jerusalem from the Jews now repudiate their own property, after having 

Spain and Borne. Their money commanded the sea passed into the hands of the spoiler. 

before the fall of their city. 
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about their necks, and gave them spears pointed with gold,' and medals of silver* (?). He also 
presented every one of them with gold and silver money,' neck-ornaments, and other things of value, 
which were part of the booty." And even after all this, we read that enormous quantities of gold 
were found in the ruins of tho city, where it had been hidden or lost by the besieged. 

Taking all the circumstances of this period into account, we are led to consider the fall of 
Jerusalem — the " treasure city" of the world — as the great event which led to the accumulation of 
Jewish gold in this country, situated as it was just outside the limits of the Roman Empire; and, conse- 
quently, as we have shown, the probability that the deposits of gold found in Ireland maybe dated from 
the fall of the city. If we could only discover a few Roman copper medals of the siege, along with our 
gold antiquities, some antiquaries would considerour theoryas proved. But this could not be expected ; 
first, because the exodus must have taken place before these medals were struck ; and, secondly, 
because even if they had been, the exiles would certainly have not carried off with them any such 
tokens of their degradation." But, though we find in Ireland no Roman medals which might help 
to fix a date for our gold antiques, we do find a class of objects which may have some value for 
this purpose. These are the thin gold disks bearing crosses upon them, and which are, beyond a 
doubt, very early Christian emblems. They are made of the same kind of straw-coloured gold as 
the crescents and frontlets, and are burnished or finished on the exterior surface by a process which 
is peculiar to all classes of the gold objects ; while, on the interior surface, they have a dull 
finish, without lustre, effected by some process also unknown to modern goldsmiths, and such as 
we might suppose to be produced by some kind of acid or other solvent applied to the surface of 
the metal. The patterns of these gold disks (some of which have been figured in this Journal, 
(vol. iv., p. 164), seem to be of the same type as those sculptured on our oldest Irish monumental 
crosses, being composed of a circle inclosing a cross. These gold ornaments may probably belong to a 
period as early as the reign of Nero, if not still earlier. They have the appearance of being badges 
or tokens indicating the religious profession of the wearer ;* perhaps adopted in contradistinction to 

r We have notices of " golden spears" and "golden yellow the Temple. Such treasure became the plunder of the 

spears" in the old Irish MSS. The former, if I am cor- Romans; hut fugitives leaving the city would take only 

rectly informed, are only a poetic myth, the latter have gold with them, as being more valuable and portable, 

recently been found. The discovery of golden spears in u It may he a question worth considering, whether the 

Ireland as part of the plunder of Jerusalem would help our copper medals, sometimes found in Ireland, bearing the 

case. Titus, no doubt, found the gold spear-heads he head of Jesus or Moses, with an inscription in Hebrew 

gave bis men. letters, are of a date antecedent to the fall of Jerusalem, 

s These were mere probably of copper, of which many which is alluded to in the inscriptions as still existing. If 

specimens are still extant, bearing the image of the any such medals should be found along with antique gold 

" Daughter of Zion," seated on the ground, humiliated, articles, the fact would be strongly corroborative of our 

and stripped of her ornaments. theory. 

1 This may have been some of the treasure used by the * They are evidently the prototypes of our "SaintPatrick's 

" money-changers" or bankers, whose business was to ex- crosses." 
change one sort of coin for another. Their treasury was 
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the crescent-shaped ornaments (also made of thin gold), which have since then (or their equivalents) 
somehow become the symbols of Mohammedanism. The round tire like the moon, even so early 
as the time of Isaiah, had become a Jewish emblem ; why it was assumed by the founder of 
Mohammedanism and his followers is not clear. 

If these gold disks, with the circle and cross on them,belonged to the earliest ages of Christianity, 
they were then, no doubt, to the pilgrim what the crucifix became in more modern times — the 
emblem of his profession, — and perhaps a charm or protection against the Evil One. The same 
symbol would be carved on the monumental stone, to imply that the deceased had lived and died 
bearing this sacred badge, which may itself have been buried with him; as such articles have, in fact, 
occasionally been found in couples in certain Christian cemeteries in Ireland. The different patterns 
exhibited on our stone crosses, belonging to different periods, may indicate certain changes which had 
taken place in the opinions of the people as to the meaning attached to the figure of the Cross, 
with or without a circle. 

Taken in connection with the gold objects of the lunette and horse-shoe types, these Christian 
golden disk-crosses may give us an approximate date for all our gold antiquities, and that date 
sufficiently near to the reign of Nero to make the chronology of our argument rational in itself, and 
consistent with the history of the world : for history, so far as I am acquainted with it, offers but 
one category of circumstances which will supply us with a plausible theory regarding the age of the 
gold antiquities found in Ireland, a country lying on the borders of the Roman world, and at the 
time offering itself as a temporary refuge for the exiles of Jerusalem. 

For so far, I have endeavoured to show the reasonableness of our theory from its conformity 
with historic facts which are of unquestioned authority. I proceed to bring forward another 
argument of a different kind in its favour, which, I believe, has not yet been made use of for 
elucidating the origin or age of our gold antiquities. For the fact itself, I am indebted to one of 
our most distinguished Irish scholars. One of the enactments in the ancient Brehon Laws provides, 
that every goldsmith in Ireland, when he had finished a piece of work, should put his name or 
mark upon it, in order to identify it, so that every workman might be held accountable for the 
quality or weight of the article manufactured. No w it is perfectly true that the names of the makers 
are found on crosses, reliquaries, bell-shrines, pastoral staves, &c, made of gold and other metalB 
conjoined. These articles are all connected with the ceremonies or usages of the Christian religion ; 
though there is little doubt that one use made of them was to avert evil. In most cases, the maker's 
name is accompanied with the formula — " A prayer for" some person or persons — such as the 
maker, the designer, or the individual who caused the article to be made. The recording of the 
maker's name on all such objects made in Ireland may be a continuation of the custom established 
by the old Brehon Law ; but when we come to examine the class of old gold antiquities, we find 
the case very different. Out of the hundreds which I have had the opportunity of examining, 
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no matter how massive or how elaborately manufactured, I have never discovered on one of them, 
even with powerful magnifiers, a maker's name, or cypher, or anything which could be considered 
to be a letter." The only exception was the gold-cupped bangle figured in Vallancey's Collectanea, 
on which an inscription, said by Tallancey to be in " Estrangulo " characters, was faintly observ- 
able ; but this I assisted in proving to be a cheat, and to have been originally scratched on the 
gold by a goose-quill pen, so as to leave marks not visible to the naked eye. 

The practice of the Irish shrine-makers, coupled with the provision quoted from the Brehon 
Laws, and contrasted with the facts above stated, clearly remove our entire class of gold antiquities 
from the category of Irish manufactures produced within the period of the native laws. They 
must, therefore, either be older than the Brehon laws, or be foreign manufactures introduced into 
this country since their adoption. 

Our argument has carried us backwards, step by step, to the most probable era of their intro- 
duction. "We have traced, in its various modifications, on our stone crosses, a peculiar emblem 
which appears on our ancient gold disks ; these latter connect themselves in style, workmanship, 
and material, with the lunettes ; and these again with other gold objects of unquestionable foreign 
form, which we have shown reasons for assigning to the era of the infancy of Christianity and the 
fall of Jerusalem, when a sort of golden volcano discharged its treasures over the western world. 
The debris of this convulsion have long since disappeared throughout the territories of the old 
Roman Empire, where the plundered treasures of the Jews, the crowns and torques of the soldiers, 
have all passed into new forms and fashions during the last two thousand years. In Ireland alone, 
which remained undisturbed by the crash of the Eoman power and the struggling of new nations 
into birth, do we now find in considerable quantity the golden manufactures of that era ; while 
occasional specimens are met with in other countries in the hands of Jews or their descendants. 

Hitherto all our argument has been speculative. If, however, by dredging in the harbour of 
Joppa, or in the Lake of Genesereth (where much treasure of the period was lost, according to 
Josephus), or by exploring in the excavations now in progress at Jerusalem, there should be 
discovered objects like our Irish gold antiquities, the question would at once be settled. I abide 
the result with much interest. 

There are several other collateral matters which I might introduce to develop and complete 
my argument; but I have already occupied so much of your valuable space that I must hold these 
in reserve, to be used in the event of our theory being attacked. This I very much desire, as my 

w I have been constantly on the look ont for inscriptions or some extent distinguishes them from the silver and white 

makers' names or ciphers impressed on metallic antiquities metal antiquities, which, by their patterns may he traced 

found in Ireland, but have never detected one except in the to different peoples who made a figure in Spain after the 

case of the"KilkennyBrooeh." This absence of names,marks fall of Jerusalem. 
&c. , is in itself a characteristic of the gold antiquities, and to 
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chief object has been to open a new field for discussion, and to draw the attention of antiquaries to 
the obscure question of our Irish gold antiquities, as being one not merely of local but of general 
archaeological importance. I cannot, however, close this, letter without putting forward, problema- 
tically, a claim whioh the Jews may make on the Milesians, themselves in Ireland, if their descen- 
dants admit the argument of this essay to be true, and if they, at the same time, claim the gold 
antiquities found in Ireland to be Milesian. This is a sort of dilemma which, no doubt, may be got 
over by at once admitting that Heber and Heremon were Hebrews of the tribe of Benjamin, which 
was always most famous for its military or " Milesian" spirit. At the siege of Jerusalem they fought 
against all odds, under the bidding of their scribes and priests, who were of the tribes of Simeon 
and Levi. These latter, from their peaceable professions, may have found it easy to make terms with 
the Roman general ; but the others, who were hereditary soldiers, i.e. Milesians, and (as their name 
"Benjamin" implied) " sons of the right hand," were beyond all grace, and forced by oircumstanoes 
either to give up their military profession altogether, and deny their individuality, or remain aliens 
to Roman law and mercy, which it really appears many of them did, in Africa, and also in Ireland, 
where at first, and afterwards in Scotland and England, they waged an hereditary war of exter- 
mination against the Romans. 

I would be disposed to trace the Ulster military Order of the Knights of the Red (right) 
Hand, not to the tradition given in Keating, which is self-contradictory and absurd, but to the 
fact that a bloody or red right hand was the banner orstandard of the tribe of Benjamin ; and which 
the Moors had, under similar Benjaminite influences, adopted on the key-stone of the Alhambra, 
&c, as the emblem of war for ever, in their case against Rome or Christian chivalry, which 
the Mohammedans considered to be continuation of that Rome which had destroyed the old Holy 
City. In a religious, anti -Roman spirit, the invading Moors and Arabs, and the Jews of Spain all 
perfectly agreed. This is clear from the usage of the invaders, in handing over all the reduced 
cities to garrisons of Jews at the several places ; as if the invaders at first were mere allies, who 
had been invited over to Spain to help the Jews to take possession of the country, and eject the 
representatives of Rome. But the invaders finding themselves very much stronger than the Jews, 
availed themselves of their position, and soon took the government of the country, and the towns also, 
into their own hands. Thus was effected the, so-called, Moorish conquest of Spain. 

Nothing of this kind, that we know of, took place in our country. There was no Roman power 
to oppose, nor any representative of it either; yet there is enough to prove that a most intimate 
intercourse existed between the military classes of Spain and of Ireland; and that, down to a very recent 
period, the Spaniards and the Milesian Irish looked on each other as brothers. Christian influences 
in both countries have modified and ignored ancient Benjaminite traditions, which belonged to the 
tribe of the Right Hand, who were not literary and had no books. 1 Though great soldiers, and no 

i To the tribe of Benjamin the books of the Old Testa- position to that tribe ; and with the fall of their city (which 
ment were of little interest, as they gave neither rank or Jerusalem had become, on the decadence of the tribe of 
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doubt always ready to fight for their scribes ahd priests, yet if we may judge by the Afghans, who 
are to a great extent of the tribe of Benjamin also, and first class soldiers, they all somehow soon 
ceased to be orthodox Jews. The Aflghans are said to be now most bigotted Mohammedans, though 
they acknowledge their Ismaelite descent; while the Milesian Irish claim to be the most thorough 
Christians, ready to fight in defenoe of that religion which their traditions attribute to St. Patrick ; 
an individual, who (as I have been informed by a most competent authority who has paid great 
attention to the various lives of our patron Saint) was himself a convert from Judaism, and as 
suoh may have entertained a great sympathy for the fraction of the lost tribe of Benjamin in Ulster, 
with whom he had there spent a portion of his captivity in early life, and where he may have 
satisfied himself that an intense but undeveloped religious feeling existed. 

Though the religion of the Milesians in Afghanistan and Ireland may have changed, the here- 
ditary religious sentiments and bravery of both still continue, and the Milesian of old is still well 
represented by the Milesian of the present day j but in no case was he a European Celt, in the 
sense that Herodotus uses that word. In Ireland he may, like the Normans, the Saxons, and the 
English, in their turn, have adopted the previous vernacular language of the inhabitants of the 
country — not an unusual thing when the number of immigrants is small, active, and intelligent, 
as compared to the local or aboriginal population, who become the servants, slaves, nurses (language- 
teachers of the children), and labourers of the new comers. 

We have now wound up our case : let us see how far it will stand or fall by further investigation. 

Your obedient servant, 

EnWABD ClIBBOKlT. 
Dublin, May, 1860. 

Judah) and the non-derelopement of the Messianic Cuchullin and others in earl; Milesian romance, may hare 

prophecies, in the sense the tribes of Benjamin, Simeon, been concocted. Every thing connected with that romance, 

and Levi, had pot npon them, it is not to he wondered at in Dr. Heating's Ireland, is perfectly Jewish ; seeming as if 

that this tribe, as hereditary soldiers, felt disposed to re- the Milesians is Ireland were thoroughly imbned with the 

pndiate the Old Testament; — except as supplying types of spirit, if not the title, of ancient Judaism. Their pedigrees, 

military character. For this the Old Testament or its tradi. and tribes, &c, are all on Jewish models, and unlike any 

tions mayhare been valued; and from these.the ideal soldiers, thing else. 



